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far as we know, by the limited examination which others have as yet 
been able to give it. A far surer guaranty we have in the well-known 
and long-established reputation of the senior editor for breadth and 
thoroughness of scholarly attainment, in the similar prestige attached 
in the minds of many to the name of his coadjutor, and in the very 
large number of eminent men in every profession and department who 
are engaged as contributors. We doubt whether either of the great 
English Cyclopaedias, notwithstanding the world-wide fame of individual 
contributors, has employed a larger or more various array of learning 
and ability. An important and valuable characteristic of the work is, 
that, with very few exceptions, while it embodies the latest ascertained 
truths or facts, it excludes theories and speculations still sub lite, and is, 
therefore, a dictionary of things now known, not of things merely be- 
lieved or anticipated. The articles are, of course, most of them brief ; 
and the long articles are not on subjects on which those curious with 
regard to them have access to special treatises, but either on themes 
that are or ought to be of universal interest, or on those which are pe- 
culiarly American. The volume is especially rich and full under 
American titles. In biography it has one feature which will greatly 
enhance its worth for many years to come. It does not, as has been 
the case with similar works, confine itself to the names of deceased 
persons, but it contains also those of such living men as, were they 
deceased, would have a place in its pages. The sketches of those still 
upon the stage are wrought out with becoming delicacy and perfect im- 
partiality, so that they relate only what would, in the lapse of time, 
have found its way into permanent records. To these and numerous 
other claims upon the most approving criticism, the work will add that 
of compactness and comparative cheapness, the prospectus limiting its 
compass to fifteen volumes, at the exceedingly low price of three dollars 
each. At the same time the rapid issue of the volumes will insure the 
homogeneousness of their contents, — no small praise, when we remem- 
ber that, in the case of several of the great European works of the 
kind, many of the articles in the earlier volumes had become obsolete 
before the concluding volumes were printed. 



18. — Biography of EKsha Kent Kane. By William Elder. Phil- 
adelphia: Childs and Peterson. 1858. 8vo. pp.416. 

The last hundred and thirty pages of this volume are occupied with 
an account of the funeral honors rendered to Dr. Kane, at Havana, on 
the homeward route, and in Philadelphia. This narrative has an en- 
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tirely subordinate interest, and contains numerous addresses, hymns, 
and prayers, of very unequal appropriateness and worth. Dr. Elder's 
biography is not free from faults of style, and by no means unexcep- 
tionable in its proportions ; but it has the charm of evident authen- 
ticity, of lifelike portraiture, and of enthusiastic admiration for the 
subject on the part of the writer. It gives us the genesis and growth 
of the undaunted heroism which has left its enduring record in the 
" Arctic Explorations," and it confirms all the deductions which we had 
made as to Dr. Kane's character from his own writings. The boy's 
first appetency was for rash and perilous adventures, whose only end 
was triumph over obstacles and escape from self-incurred danger. This 
spirit in early youth was not weakened, but only guided and exalted, by 
the development of tender conscientiousness and enduring religious 
principle. The boy had been averse to books. The youth, the 
man, became an indefatigable student in medicine and natural science. 
Extensive travel and large experience as a voyager furnished the prac- 
tical wisdom essential to the leader of a hazardous expedition ; while 
the last memorable voyage had its prime motive in Dr. Kane's sincere 
belief that Sir John Franklin or some portion of his crew still lingered 
ice-bound among the living. Chronic and incurable heart-disease, 
strange to say, was among the energizing, stimulating, and sustaining 
forces at work in the inception and execution of that enterprise. Re- 
pose threatened to lapse into the death-slumber. The circulation could 
be maintained only by perpetual excitement, and was most vigorous in 
the severest crises and under the most arduous toil. We have derived 
from the Memoir unmingled satisfaction and pleasure, and have risen 
from its perusal even with an enhanced estimate equally of the mental 
power and the moral excellence of its subject. 



19. — Medical Lexicon. A Dictionary of Medical Science ; contain- 
ing a concise Explanation of the various Subjects and Terms of 
Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology, Hygiene, Therapeutics, Pharma- 
cology, Pharmacy, Surgery, Obstetrics, Medical Jurisprudence, Den- 
tistry, etc. ; Notices of Climate, and of Mineral Waters, Formula 
for Officinal, Empirical, and Dietetic Preparations, etc. ; with 
French and other Synonymes. By Robley Dtjnglison, M. D., 
LL. D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine, etc. in the Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia. Revised and very greatly en- 
larged. Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea. 1857. 8vo. pp.992. 

This is the fifteenth edition of a work which, we are assured, stands 



